
Borough & School News
BRENTWOOD

Brentwood Borough School 
District News

12	 Superintendent’s Message: 			 
	 Brentwood Borough School Board Receives 	
	 Prestigious D. Richard Wynn Distinguished School 	
	 Board Award

	 Elementary School Construction Updates

13	 Little Bets Pay Off Big! Inventor’s Imaginarium 	
	 Inspires Future 

	 Brentwood Rising Freshman Tommie Sheets 	
	 Awarded 2025 Dr. Larry Kushner 			 
	 Memorial Scholarship

	 Brentwood Middle School Gives Back

14	 Brentwood Educators Bring Big Ideas Back from 	
	 Harvard’s Project Zero	

	 Smiles, Spirit, and Schoolwide Fun: How 		
	 Elroy Elementary Builds a Creative Culture

15	 Dayshaun Spencer Wins Gold at WPIAL and PIAA 	
	 Track and Field Championships

	 Brentwood High School Sports Schedules	

	 Protect Your Student’s Device – It’s Worth It! 

	 Enroll in the BBSD Technology Protection 		
	 Plan Today

16	 Annual Required Notifications20

Brentwood Borough News

32 	 Borough Manager’s Message 

33	 Brentwood Borough Earns Fifth Distinguished 	
	 Budget Presentation Award from GFOA, 		
	 Receives Special

34	 Brentwood Borough Safety Committee Earns 	
	 Recertification and Delivers Big Savings

35	 Brentwood Awarded Grant for Accessibility 		
	 Improvements at Kaiser Field

36	 Love, Laughter, and a Little Rain: A Brentwood 	
	 Wedding to Remember

37	 Business Spotlight: The Guitar Shop

38	 Business Spotlight: Flowers and Fairytales Brings 	
	 Storybook Charm to Brentwood

39	 Brentwood Police Soar Ahead with 		
	 Cutting-Edge Drone Program

40	 A Message from Brentwood Public Works

	 Host Your Next Outdoor Event at a 		
	 Brentwood Pavilion

41	 FROM THE DESK OF BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARKS 	
	 & RECREATION DIRECTOR, JIM ATTANUCCI

42	 Brentwood Taking It To the Streets Concert Series

45	 Brentwood VFC

46	 Brentwood Borough Calendar of Events

	 BRENTWOOD-BALDWIN-WHITEHALL     ❘     FALL 2025    11



12   BRENTWOOD-BALDWIN-WHITEHALLB
re

n
tw

o
o

d
 B

o
ro

u
g

h 
SC

H
O

O
L 

D
IS

TR
IC

T 
N

E
W

S

S U P E R I N T E N D E N T ’ S
M E S S A G E

B Y  D R .  A M Y  M .  B U R C H

As we prepare to open our doors for a new school year this August, I want to extend a supercharged welcome back! The start of a new 
school year is always filled with excitement, anticipation, and the promise of growth — both academically and personally.

We are thrilled to welcome our returning students and families, as well as those who are joining us for the first time. Our dedicated faculty, 
staff and administration have been working diligently to ensure our schools are ready to provide a safe, engaging, and supportive learning 
environment where every student can thrive.

This year, we remain committed to nurturing a strong sense of community and fostering connections between our schools, families, and 
neighborhoods. Together, we will continue to inspire curiosity, creativity, and a lifelong love of learning in our students.

Let’s make this school year one of collaboration, kindness, and achievement. 

Reminder that elementary building 
construction updates may be found at https://
www.bb-sd.com/Construction.aspx 

A Year to Remember: Elroy Elementary’s Final 
Year Before the Big Move

As the first day of school approaches and the 
air turns crisp, there is an extra layer of excitement 
surrounding Elroy Elementary. This year holds 
special significance as it marks the final year in 
the current building before the big move to a 
brand-new facility. It is a time to reflect on memories, celebrate the school’s 
achievements, and look forward to the opportunities that the new building 
will bring.

Reflecting on the Past and Embracing the Future
With the move to the new building on the horizon, Elroy staff are 

balancing the nostalgia of the old space with excitement for what lies ahead. 
The current building has served as a foundation for countless students and 
families, but the new Elementary School promises to offer an even more 
dynamic and modern learning environment.

Next year, the Elroy Elementary community come together with Moore 
Elementary, combining both schools into one new facility. This new school 
will provide a larger, more modern space designed to support the growing 
needs of the Brentwood Borough community. The transition marks a new 
chapter in the district’s commitment to providing an excellent education for 
all students.

Celebrating Elroy’s Legacy
Elroy Elementary has long been a beloved part of the community, 

known for its strong sense of camaraderie, spirited events, and memorable 
traditions. From annual Halloween Parades to themed spirit days, Elroy has 
created lasting memories for generations of students and families. The school 

has always been a place where children have not 
only received an education but have also formed 
friendships and connections that will last a lifetime.

In this final year at the current building, Elroy will 
celebrate its legacy with various special events. A 
“Goodbye to Elroy” event, spirit days, and an open 
house will allow current and past students, staff, and 
families to come together and reflect on their time 
at Elroy before the transition to the new Brentwood 
Elementary school.

A Fresh Start in the New Brentwood Elementary
The excitement surrounding the new building continues to grow. The new 

Brentwood Elementary will feature spacious, modern classrooms, advanced 
technology, and expanded facilities, including a new sports complex. These 
improvements will provide a state-of-the-art learning environment that 
enhances both academic and extracurricular experiences for students.

While the new building brings many exciting changes, the heart of both 
Elroy and Moore will remain the same. The same commitment to excellence 
in education, community involvement, and student success will continue in 
the new space. The spirit of both Elroy and Moore Elementary, which includes 
pride in the school, dedication to learning, and a strong sense of family, will 
be carried forward into the new chapter.

Looking Ahead
As this school year begins, there is a shared sense of pride and excitement 

for what the future holds. Elroy Elementary is ready to close the door to 
its current building and open a new one with even greater potential. This 
final year in the old building is not only a time to look back at what has 
been accomplished but also an opportunity to look forward to all the new 
experiences and opportunities that await in the new Brentwood Elementary.

It is a year of celebration, reflection, and anticipation, and the Elroy 
community is ready to make it one to remember.

W E L C O M E  B A C K  T O  S C H O O L !

E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D A T E S 
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Fifth graders at Moore School recently brought 
their boldest ideas to life through the Inventor’s 
Imaginarium, a hands-on project that blended 
invention, entrepreneurship, and historical research. 
Launched in the fall and continuing through the 
spring, the project gave students months of creative 
exploration, skill-building, and perseverance. 

Thanks to a generous grant, students spent 
weeks designing prototypes, filming green 
screen commercials, and diving into the lives of 
groundbreaking inventors. They began by identifying 
everyday problems faced by younger students—and 
brainstorming inventive solutions. With materials 
provided by the grant, they built working prototypes 
like the Homework Helper, a device to track assignments; the Do-It-All Robot, 
designed to retrieve supplies in class; and the Tinker Thinker Desk, equipped 
with calming tools to boost focus. 

Next, students stepped into the spotlight, producing commercials to 
showcase their inventions. Using green screen technology, they learned to 
script, film, and edit their videos, gaining hands-on experience with digital 

tools while practicing public speaking and marketing 
strategies. 

To deepen their understanding of innovation, students 
researched historical inventors like Marie Curie, Alexander 
Graham Bell, and Hedy Lamarr. They created detailed 
trifold displays and prepared presentations highlighting 
the inventors’ contributions to society. 

The project culminated in a Living Inventor Museum at 
the school’s Reading Fair. Dressed as their chosen 
inventors, students presented both their research 
and inventions to families, teachers, and community 
members. The event was a joyful celebration of creativity, 
learning, and student voice. 

“The Inventor’s Imaginarium helped students see 
themselves as engineers, researchers, and storytellers,” said Mrs. Sciulli. “They 
learned that their ideas have power—and that they can shape the world 
around them.” 

This memorable project not only brought science and history to life but also 
sparked curiosity, confidence, and a passion for learning that students will carry 
into the future. 

Brentwood Middle School is proud to 
announce that rising freshman Tommie Sheets 
has been named the recipient of the 2025 
Dr. Larry Kushner Memorial Scholarship. This 
prestigious award was established in 2019 to 
honor the legacy of Dr. Kushner, who served 
as principal of Brentwood Middle School 
from 1999-2011. Dr. Kushner passed away in 
February 2019 after a courageous battle with 
cancer, at the age of 64.

Tommie distinguished herself as an 
exceptional student at Brentwood Middle School, 
earning a 4.0 GPA and actively participating in a 
broad range of extracurricular activities. Her involvement included Swimming, 
Volleyball, Track and Field, Cheerleading, Student Council, Garden Club, and 

Partners in Physical Education, showcasing 
her commitment to both academics and the 
community. Tommy was presented with the 
scholarship at a ceremony attended by members 
of Dr. Kushner’s family including his wife (Linda), 
sister (Rose), and brother (Terry).

Tommie used the scholarship funds to help 
offset the cost of attending a two-week pre-
college STEM program at Brown University during 
the summer of 2025 – an experience that reflects 
her passion for learning and her drive to explore 
new opportunities.

Congratulations to Tommie for being an 
outstanding representative of Brentwood Middle School and for taking 
meaningful steps toward a bright and promising future!

The students and staff at 
Brentwood Middle School 
joined forces to establish the 
first annual “Day of Giving”. 

During the school year, 
each middle school student 
at Brentwood participates 
in an Advisory program, 
where they monitor their 
academic progress, explore 
valuable character traits, and pursue community service opportunities. The 
opportunity to engage in community service was taken to a new level this 
year as approximately 260 middle school students and 20 staff members were 
divided into sixteen different teams and traveled throughout the borough 
taking part in a wide range of projects. The students made “Thank You” cards 
and baked treats for the Brentwood Police and Volunteer Fire Department, 
visited residents at local nursing homes, worked with younger students 
at Elroy and Moore Elementary Schools, cleaned up Brentwood Park and 
Brownsville Road, and much more!

The “Day of Giving” was organized by longtime Advisory coordinators, 
Mrs. Lynne Golvash and Mrs. Diana Kleinhampl. As part of the community 

service day, each middle 
school student was provided 
with a Brentwood Middle 
School t-shirt as well as a 
catered lunch. Several local 
businesses and organizations 
made generous contributions 
to assist with the program 
including:

Brentwood Borough Council
Brentwood Business Owners’ Association
Friends of Brentwood Library
Golvash and Epstein Attorneys at Law
Brentwood Education Association
Rowdy BBQ
Dollar General
Shields Embroidery
The “Day of Giving” was a wonderful way for the students to engage with 

and show appreciation for their community, and Brentwood Middle School is 
looking forward to continuing the tradition for years to come!

B R E N T W O O D  M I D D L E  S C H O O L  G I V E S  B A C K

L I T T L E  B E T S  P A Y  O F F  B I G ! 
I N V E N T O R ’ S  I M A G I N A R I U M  I N S P I R E S   F U T U R E 

I N N O V A T O R S  A T  M O O R E  S C H O O L 
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This past June, three educators from 
Brentwood took their commitment to 
innovative teaching all the way to Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Elementary Math teacher 
Rebecca Haggarty, High School ESL teacher 
Katy Rodriguez, and Middle/High School 
Assistant Principal Ted Ulmer attended 
Project Zero 2025 at the prestigious Harvard 
Graduate School of Education gathering 
which is known for sparking fresh ideas about 
how students learn and how educators teach.

Project Zero, founded in 1967, is an 
ongoing research initiative that explores 
the development of learning, thinking, and 
creativity in the arts and other disciplines. Its 
annual conference attracts educators from around the world who are eager 
to deepen their practice and bring transformative ideas back to their schools.

For Rebecca Haggarty, the sessions sparked new ideas and inspired her. 
She said, “Attending the Project Zero Classroom at Harvard University was an 
inspiring and transformative professional experience. Learning directly from 
Harvard researchers who have spent years investigating and developing best 
practices in education and engaging in deep conversations with educators 
from 18 different countries expanded my perspective on teaching and 
learning. I’m especially excited to implement new ideas in my classroom and 
to explore and share concepts around cultures of thinking, the role of play 
in learning, and the intentional design of learning places and environments 
with colleagues in the Brentwood community.”

Katy Rodriguez, who works with English as a Second Language students at 
the high school level said, “With Harvard professors and fellow educators who 
are fully immersed in the practices of cultivating critical thinkers and curious 
learners detailing their findings, routines, results and stories, opportunities 

for my students began to present themselves 
everywhere. As a teacher, my goal is never to 
teach a student WHAT to think but rather HOW 
to think. Project Zero is an amazing resource to 
reach these goals”

Assistant Principal Ted Ulmer saw the 
conference as an opportunity to reflect on 
big-picture questions about how schools 
cultivate curiosity and critical thinking. 
“Project Zero pushes us to think beyond 
traditional measures of success and academic 
achievement,” Ulmer explained. “It reminds 
us that the most impactful learning happens 
when we create environments where students 
have a sense of belonging and agency in their 

learning environments. This then fosters a sense of curiosity and satisfaction 
for the students.”

In between sessions, the Brentwood team soaked up the energy of 
Harvard’s campus and swapped stories and ideas with fellow educators from 
places like Australia, Hong Kong, Argentina, Switzerland and all over the 
United States. They returned home buzzing with ideas and ready to share 
what they learned with their colleagues.

For this fall, they’re already begun planning on working Project Zero’s 
thinking routines and strategies into lessons, staff meetings, and school 
projects. Their goal is to help spark curiosity and creativity not just in their 
own classrooms, but across the entire Brentwood community.

“I love that I connected with other Project Zero educators from around 
the world who serve as my sounding board – offering insights and ideas 
that I never could have discovered just by reading books or attending 
webinars,” Rodriguez said. “I’ve never been so excited to start a new 
school year!”

14   BRENTWOOD-BALDWIN-WHITEHALL

As Brentwood 
transitions to a 
new set of science 
standards, Ms. 
Rebecca Hagerty, a 
5th grade teacher 
at Moore, was 
looking for a way to 
encourage learners 
to slow down, 
observe carefully, 
and reflect on the natural phenomenon around them.  

 Nature journaling emerged as a powerful, hands-on approach for engaging 
her 5th grade students. It fosters observation skills, curiosity, and a deeper 
connection to the environment. Students gain confidence in their ability to 
document their surroundings, ask questions, and think like scientists. Time 
spent outdoors also helps reduce stress, improves focus, and promotes physical 
activity. Overall, this experience has supported creativity, self-expression, and a 
love for learning in a natural setting. 

 Thanks to generous grant funding through the Grable Foundation, 
Ms. Hagerty was able to provide students with nature journals, sketching 
pencils, colored pencils, binoculars, pencil cases, picture books, nature 
guides, and cover the costs of transportation and picnic shelter for a field 
trip to Schenley Park!  

 Dr. Cheryl Carr, a former Brentwood resident, artist, nurse, and educator, 
visited the 5th grade classroom at Moore to introduce nature journaling and 
share her personal journey with students. Her hands-on guidance helped lay 
the foundation for students’ work. Students also watched instructional videos 
by John Muir Laws, a respected naturalist and educator, which provided 
additional techniques and inspiration. 

 Students engaged 
in regular nature 
journaling both 
indoors and outdoors. 
On rainy days, they 
observed nature 
from the classroom; 
on sunny days, they 
explored the school 
property.  

 A field trip to 
Schenley Park provided a much-needed connection to nature. Students 
explored the park while journaling about plants, animals, and landscapes. 
This real-world application of scientific skills deepened their curiosity and 
appreciation for nature. For many, it was a transformative experience that 
sparked new questions and enthusiasm for learning. One student commented, 
“Nature journaling was a fun way to express the inner Picasso in us.” 

 Because of these experiences, students are adding more detail to their 
drawings and writing richer, more thoughtful observations. They are asking 
scientific questions based on what they see and are developing the skills to 
investigate and answer those questions—skills that will serve them well under 
the new science curriculum and beyond.  

 Ms. Hagerty is thrilled with the success of this project and is 
extremely grateful to the Grable Foundation for their support. Student 
enthusiasm exceeded expectations, and parent feedback from the 
end of year Student Showcase was overwhelmingly positive. Moving 
forward,  Ms. Hagerty will collaborate with Mrs. Sciulli to integrate this 
work with ELA projects. The 5th Grade team at Moore wants to continue 
fostering cross-curricular projects that inspire a lifelong interest in both 
science, ELA, and the arts! 

N A T U R E  J O U R N A L I N G  I N  5 T H  G R A D E :  C U L T I V A T I N G 
O B S E R V A T I O N ,  I N Q U I R Y ,  A N D  A  L O V E  F O R  S C I E N C E 
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Brentwood’s Dayshaun Spencer had a record-setting 
2025 season to close out his remarkable sophomore year. He 
became the 20th student in school history to win a Western 
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic League (WPIAL) and/
or Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA) 
individual championship.

Dayshaun captured gold in both the WPIAL and PIAA Class 
2A Triple Jump by finishing first at the district and state track 
and field championships. He now holds the Brentwood High 
School record in the Triple Jump—a record he broke three 
times during the season. Additionally, he tied the school 
record in the Long Jump.

At the WPIAL Track and Field Championships, held at 
Slippery Rock University, Dayshaun won gold with a Triple 
Jump of 46 feet, 7.75 inches, surpassing his own previous 
school record. By winning the WPIAL title, he qualified for the 
PIAA State Track and Field Championships at Shippensburg 

University, where he secured another gold medal with a jump 
of 45 feet, 5.75 inches.

Dayshaun’s performances at both the WPIAL and 
PIAA Championships put an exclamation mark on a truly 
remarkable and historic season.

In addition to his excellence in the Triple Jump, 
Dayshaun also competes in the 100-Meter Sprint, Long 
Jump, and serves as the anchor of the 4x100 Meter Relay 
team. Outside of track and field, he is a standout athlete on 
the Brentwood Spartan football team, where he plays wide 
receiver and defensive back.

The entire Brentwood community is incredibly proud of 
Dayshaun’s accomplishments. He was even honored and 
celebrated during the Brentwood 4th of July Parade. With 
two years remaining in his high school career, everyone—
including Dayshaun himself—is looking forward to more 
records being broken and more championships being won.

P R O T E C T  Y O U R  S T U D E N T ’ S  D E V I C E  –  I T ’ S  W O R T H  I T !
E N R O L L  I N  T H E  B B S D  T E C H N O L O G Y  P R O T E C T I O N  P L A N  T O D A Y

Dayshaun Spencer wearing his 
PIAA Gold Medal as Champion 
of the Class 2A Triple Jump

All schedules for middle school and high school athletics and activities 
can be found on the Brentwood Borough School District website http://
www.bb-sd.com.  Any other information may be obtained by contacting Mr. 
Roger Gaughan at (412) 881-4940 Extension 2720, or by e-mailing at roger.
gaughan@bb-sd.com.

Admission Fees Set for Athletic Events
The admission fees for various athletic events sponsored by the Brentwood 

Borough School District are as follows:

Football	 Adult $6.00     Senior Citizen $4.00	     Students $4.00
Basketball	 Adult $6.00     Senior Citizen $4.00	     Students $4.00
Volleyball	 Adult $4.00     Senior Citizen $3.00      Students $3.00
Swimming	 Adult $4.00     Senior Citizen $3.00      Students $3.00

In addition, active military personnel will be admitted free of charge 
with military identification.  For any athletic events not noted above, 
admission is free.

Golden Ager Card Available
Once again, as in previous years, the “Golden Ager” card will be available 

to Brentwood residents 65 years of age or older.  The card provides free 
admission to all events sponsored by the Brentwood Borough School District.  
Please note that the “Golden Ager” card is only valid for Brentwood HOME 
events. The card is not valid at away events, or WPIAL and PIAA playoff events.  
The “Golden Ager” card is available at the district Administration Offices in the 
lower level of the middle/high school during office hours 8:00AM to 4:00PM, 
Monday through Friday.

Did you know that the Brentwood Borough School District offers a 
Technology Protection Plan to safeguard your child’s one-to-one device? Each 
year, families face unexpected repair or replacement costs after accidental 
damage to school-issued devices—and many wish they had signed up for the 
insurance plan when they had the chance.

Avoid stress, frustration, and out-of-pocket expenses by enrolling in the 
BBSD Technology Protection Plan today!

What Does the Plan Cover?
The Technology Protection Plan covers the device loaned to your child, as 

well as any temporary replacements (excluding daily loaners), for incidents of 
accidental damage. This can include things like:

•  A cracked screen
•  Accidental drops or bumps
•  General wear and tear from daily use

What’s NOT Covered:
• Lost or stolen devices
• Damage from neglect (e.g., left in a car, exposed to liquids, 
  pet damage, etc.)
• Intentional misuse or rough handling
• Multiple accidental damage claims (e.g., more than one screen 
  break or accessory damage)

• Lost chargers or accessories

Premium Cost:
• $30 per student, per year
• $15 per year for students who qualify for free or reduced lunch
 Please note: premiums are non-refundable for partial years or semesters.

Why It Matters:
The costs of repairs or replacement without insurance can add up quickly:
• Charger: $30
• Screen Repair: $50
• Chromebook Replacement: $225
• Surface Laptop Replacement: $248

For just $30 a year, you’re protecting yourself from hundreds of dollars in 
potential costs. One accident could make this small investment more than 
worth it!

How to Sign Up:
Visit the Brentwood Borough School District website and look under the 
“Technology” section for full details and the enrollment form.

Protect your investment. Protect your peace of mind. Enroll in the BBSD 
Technology Protection Plan today

B R E N T W O O D  H I G H  S C H O O L  S P O R T S  S C H E D U L E S
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Annually school districts must provide annual 
notification or periodic notification of policies 
to students, staff, parents/guardians and district 
residents. The district website https://www.bb-sd.
com/BoardPolicies.aspx contains a list of required 
district policies and regulations. 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
EDUCATION SERVICES 
AND PROGRAMS
BRENTWOOD- BOROUGH 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
CHILD FIND AND
ANNUAL NOTICE TO PARENTS
(CFR 300.125)

In compliance with state and federal law, the 
Brentwood-Borough School District will provide to each 
protected handicapped student without discrimination 
or cost to the student or family, those related aids, 
services or accommodations which are needed to 
provide equal opportunity to participate in and obtain 
the benefits of the school program and extracurricular 
activities to the maximum extent appropriate to the 
student’s abilities.  In order to qualify as a protected 
handicapped student the child must be of school age 
with a physical or mental disability, which substantially 
limits or prohibits participation in or access to an 
aspect of the school program.

These services and protections for “protected 
handicapped students” are distinct from those 
applicable to all eligible or exceptional students 
enrolled (or seeking enrollment) in special education 
programs.

For further information on the evaluation 
procedures and provision of services to protected 
handicapped students or eligible students, contact 
Ali Rendulic at (412) 881-4940 Ext 2215 or email Ali.
rendulic@bb-sd.com. 

Each school district, along with other public 
agencies in the Commonwealth, must establish and 
implement procedures to identify, locate and evaluate 
all children who need special education programs 
and services because of the child’s disability.  This 
notice is to help find these children, offer assistance 
to parents and describe the parent’s rights with 
regard to confidentiality of information that will be 
obtained during the process.  Each school district 

shall also conduct awareness activities to inform the 
public of gifted education services and programs and 
the manner by which to request these services and 
programs.

The content of this notice has been written in 
English.  If a person does not understand any of this 
notice, he or she should contact the school district 
and request an explanation.

IDENTIFICATION ACTIVITY
Child Find refers to activities undertaken by public 

education agencies to identify, locate, and evaluate 
children residing in the State, including children 
attending private schools, who are suspected of 
having disabilities, regardless of the severity of 
their disability, and determine the child’s need for 
special education and related services.  The purpose 
is to locate these children so that a free appropriate 
public education (FAPE) can be made available.  
The types of disabilities, that if found to cause a 
child to need services are:  Autism, deaf-blindness, 
deafness, emotional disturbance, hearing impairment, 
intellectual disability (mental retardation), multiple 
disabilities, orthopedic impairment, other health 
impairment due to chronic or acute health problems, 
specific learning disabilities, speech or language, 
traumatic brain injury and visual impairment 
including blindness, in the case of a child that is 
of preschool age developmental delay. Screening 
activities are also conducted to determine student 
need for gifted support services.

The Brentwood-Borough School District provides 
educational services for all eligible students either 
through district- operated classes, contracts with 
Intermediate Unit #3, or Approved Private Schools.  
Classes providing Learning Support, Life-Skills 
Support, Emotional Support, Physical Support, 
Multiple Disabilities Support, and Autistic Support 
are available for students at beginning school age 
through age 21, if necessary.  Additional services 
include hearing, vision, and speech and language 
support.  Students found to meet eligibility criteria 
as “mentally gifted” may receive services through 
district’s Gifted Support programs.

Each school district is required to annually provide 
notice describing the identification activities and 
the procedures followed to ensure confidentiality 
of personally identifiable information.  This notice is 
intended to meet this requirement. 

Identification activities are performed to find a 
child who is suspected as having a disability that 
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would interfere with his or her learning unless 
special education programs and services are made 
available.  Children suspected of being “mentally 
gifted” who need specially designed instruction 
not ordinarily provided in the regular education 
program also go through screening activities.  The 
activities include:  review of group data, conduct 
hearing and vision screening, assessment of student’s 
academic functioning, observation of the student 
displaying difficulty in behavior and determining 
the student’s response to attempted remediation. 
Input from parents is also an information source 
for identification.  After a child is identified as 
a suspected child with a disability, he or she is 
evaluated, but is not evaluated before parents give 
permission for their child to be evaluated.

     The school district will follow procedures 
outlined in the special education regulations 
(Chapter 14) for determining eligibility and need for 
special education services.  Chapter 16 regulations 
will be followed to determine eligibility and need for 
Gifted Support services.

CONFIDENTIALITY (CFR 300.127)
      If after screening, a disability is suspected, 

upon your permission, your child will be evaluated.  
Written records of the results are called an education 
record, which are directly related to your child and 
are maintained by the school districts.  These records 
are personally identifiable to your child.  Personally 
identifiable information includes the child’s name, 
the name of the child’s parents or other family 
member, the address of the child or their family, a 
personal identifier such as student identification 
number, a list of characteristics that would make the 
child’s identity easily traceable or other information 
that would make the child’s identity easily traceable. 

The school district will gather information 
regarding your child’s physical, mental, emotional 
and health functioning through testing and 
assessment, observation of your child, as well as 
through review of any records made available to 
the school district through your physician and other 
providers of services such as day care agencies.

The school district protects the confidentiality 
of personally identifiable information by one 
school official being responsible for ensuring the 
confidentiality of the records, training being provided 
to all persons using the information, and maintaining 
for public inspection a current list of employee’s 

names and positions who may have access to the 
information. The school district will inform you when 
this information is no longer needed to provide 
educational services to your child and will destroy 
the information at designated intervals, except 
general information such as your child’s name, 
address, phone number, grades, attendance record 
and classes attended, grade level completed, may be 
maintained without time limitation. 

As the parent of the child you have a number 
of rights regarding the confidentiality of your 
child’s records.  The right to inspect and review any 
education records related to your child are collected, 
maintained, or used by the school district.  The school 
district will comply with a request for you to review 
the records without unnecessary delay before any 
meetings regarding planning for your child’s special 
education program (called an IEP meeting). Should 
you and your school district disagree about your 
child’s special education supports and services and a 
due process hearing is requested, the school district 
will furnish you with the opportunity to inspect and 
review your child’s records, within 30 days. 

     You have the right to an explanation and 
interpretations of the records, to be provided copies 
of the records if failure to provide the copies would 
effectively prevent you from exercising your right 
to inspect and review the records, and the right to 
have a representative inspect and review the records.  
This review is conducted with the assistance of an 
appropriate school district staff member.  

Upon your request, the school district will provide 
you a list of the types and location of education 
records collected, maintained, or used by the agency.  
Additionally, the school district has a right to charge 
a fee for copies of records made in response to your 
request except, it will not charge a fee if doing so 
will prevent you from inspecting and reviewing 
your child’s records. A current list of reasonable fees 
relative to records request is available in the district’s 
central office.  The district will not charge a fee to 
search or retrieve information.

You have the right to request in writing the 
amendment of your child’s education records that 
you believe are inaccurate or misleading, or violate 
the privacy or other rights of your child.  The school 
district will decide whether to amend the records 
within 45 school days of receipt of your request.  If 
the school district refuses to amend the records you 
will be notified of the refusal and your right to a 
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hearing.  You will be given at that time, additional 
information regarding the hearing procedures. 
Upon written request, the district will schedule and 
provide written notice of the hearing to challenge 
information in your child’s education files.  

Parent consent is required before personally 
identifiable information contained in your child’s 
education records is disclosed to anyone other than 
officials of the Brentwood-Borough School District 
collecting or using the information for purposes of 
identification of your child, locating your child and 
evaluating your child or for any other purpose of 
making available a free appropriate public education 
to your child.  A school official has a legitimate 
educational interest if the official needs to review 
an education record in order to fulfill his or her 
professional responsibility.  Additionally, the school 
district, upon request, discloses records without 
consent to officials of another school district in 
which your child seeks or intends to enroll.

A parent may file a written complaint with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education at the 
address below alleging that the rights described in 
this notice were not provided.

Pennsylvania Department of Education
Bureau of Special Education
Division of Compliance
333 Market Street
Harrisburg, PA  17126-0333

The Department of Education will investigate the 
matter, issue a report of findings and necessary corrective 
action within 60 days.  The Department will take 
necessary action to ensure compliance is achieved.

Complaints alleging failures of the school 
district with regard to confidentiality of personally 
identifiable information may also be filed with:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave, SW
Washington, DC  20202-4605

     The Brentwood-Borough School District will 
provide ongoing screening services.  If you wish 
to learn more, have questions, or believe your 
child may need to be identified, please contact Dr. 
Christine Winiarski at (412) 881-4940 Ext 2215 or 
email winiarskic@bb-sd.com.

EARLY INTERVENTION IDENTIFICATION
In Pennsylvania, a child between three years of 

age and the school district’s age to begin school who 
has a developmental delay or one or more of the 
physical or mental conditions listed above, will be 
identified as an “eligible young child.”  The parents of 
these children have the same rights described above.

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is 
responsible for providing programs and services to 
eligible young children under Act 212 of 1990, the 
Early Intervention Services System Act.  Screening 
for preschool children is available through the 
DART Program operated by Intermediate Unit #3. To 
schedule an appointment for screening call Dr. Susan 
Sams at 412-394-5816.  For additional information, 
contact your local school district.

POTENTIAL INDICATORS OF WEAKNESSES IN 
THE DEVELOPMENTAL DOMAIN AREAS AND 
OTHER RISK FACTORS THAT COULD INDICATE A 
DISABILITY (Requirement of Section 14.212(b))

A developmental delay is determined by the 
results of a developmental evaluation.  The results 
of one or more domain areas (adaptive, personal-
social, communication, motor or cognitive) have to 
show at least a 25% delay or a score of 1.5 standard 
deviations below the mean (Standard Score of 77 
or below). The delay results in the need for specially 
designed intervention/instruction (SDI) in order to 
participate in typical activities and routines.

Children with a developmental delay may show 
weaknesses in the following areas:

Adaptive – Pre-kindergarten aged children with 
a developmental delay may have difficulty dressing/
undressing; using utensils to eat, removing shoes 
without assistance, distinguishing between nonfood/
food substances, or have difficulty with toileting needs.  
One may have difficulty moving independently around 
the house, understanding that hot is dangerous, 
putting away toys when asked, indicating an illness 
or ailment to an adult, or demonstrating caution and 
avoiding common dangers.

Personal-Social – Pre-kindergarten aged children 
with a developmental delay may have difficulty 
responding positively to adult praise, rewards 
or promise of rewards; greeting familiar adults 
spontaneously, enjoying simple stories read aloud, 
helping with simple household tasks, initiating social 
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interaction with familiar adults, expressing affection/
liking for peers, playing cooperatively with peers, 
stating first name, last name, age, or whether he is 
a male/female; using objects in make-believe play, 
using ‘I’ or ‘me’ to refer to himself, or recognizing 
facial expressions of common emotions.

Communication -   Pre-kindergarten aged 
children with a developmental delay may have 
difficulty following 2-step verbal commands, 
associating spoken words with pictures, recalling 
events from a story presented orally; engaging in 
extended and meaningful nonverbal exchanges with 
others, using words to get his needs met, responding 
to ‘yes’ and ‘no’ questions appropriately, or asking 
‘wh’ questions.   

Motor - Pre-kindergarten aged children with a 
developmental delay may have difficulty running 
without falling, kicking a ball without falling, walking 
up and down steps alternating feet without assistance, 
walking backward, imitating the bilateral movements 
of an adult, pointing with his index finger independent 
of the thumb and other fingers, scribbling linear and/
or circular patterns spontaneously, using the pads of 
fingertips to grasp a pencil,  holding a paper with one 
hand while drawing or writing with the other hand, 
fastening clothing without assistance, cutting with 
scissors, copying a circle, or imitating vertical and 
horizontal markings.

Cognitive - Pre-kindergarten aged children with a 
developmental delay may have difficulty attending 
to one activity for 3 or more minutes, reciting 
memorized lines from songs or TV shows, showing 
interest in age-appropriate books, matching/naming 
colors, responding to one and one more, giving three 
objects on request, matching shapes, identifying 
objects by their use, identifying items by size, 
identifying colors of familiar objects not in view,  or 
identifying simple objects by touch.

 
OTHER FACTORS THAT COULD INDICATE A 
DISABILITY

Developmental disabilities are birth defects 
related to a problem with how a body part or body 
system works.  They may also be known as functional 
birth defects.  Many of these conditions affect 
multiple body parts or systems. Researchers have 
identified thousands of different birth defects.  Birth 
defects can have a variety of causes, such as:

Genetic problems caused when one or more genes 
doesn’t work properly or part of a gene is missing, 
problems with chromosomes, such as having an 
extra chromosome or missing part of a chromosome, 
environmental factors that the expectant mother 
is exposed to during pregnancy, such as Rubella 
or German measles or if she uses drugs or alcohol 
during pregnancy.

FACTORS CONSIDERED WHEN DETERMINING 
MENTAL GIFTEDNESS      

1.  The child performs a year or more above 
grade achievement level in one or more subjects 
as measured by a nationally normed and validated 
achievement test.

2.  The child demonstrates rates of acquisition/
retention of content and skills reflecting gifted 
ability.

3.  The child demonstrates achievement, 
performance, or expertise in one or more academic 
areas as evidenced by products, portfolios or 
research, as well as criterion-referenced team 
judgment.

4.  The child demonstrates early and measured 
use of high level thinking skills, academic creativity, 
leadership skills, intense academic interest, 
communication skills, foreign language aptitude, or 
technology expertise.

5.  The child demonstrates that intervening factors 
such as English as a second language, disabilities, 
gender or race bias, or socio/cultural deprivation are 
masking gifted abilities. 

Student Information 
Release Opt-Out

Federal Public Law 
114-95, Section 
8528 of the Every 
Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) requires 
school districts 

to release student 
names, addresses, and 

telephone numbers to 
military recruiters upon 

request.  The law also requires school districts to 
notify students and parents of their right to “opt-
out” of having this information released to military 
recruiters.  If you would like to exercise your right 
to “opt-out,” please submit this request in writing to 
your child’s building principal as soon as possible.
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